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Legislative Recommendations of the 
State Department of Education 


The following recommendations have been made by the State Depart- 
ment of Education for the purpose of clarifying or amending the 
provisions of the School Code of California, in order that the needs of 
the public schools may be more adequately served : 


CLARIFICATION OF THE SCHOOL CODE 


It is imperative that the language of the School Code be clarified 
for three purposes: 

1. In order that contradictory sections may be harmonized or elim- 
inated. 

2. In order that ambiguous provisions may be definitely clarified. 

3. In order that obsolete and inoperative sections may be repealed. 

It is not the intent of this recommendation to suggest a redrafting 
of the School Code. Rather, it is the intention to make effective the 
intent of the legislation which has been incorporated in the School Code. 


TEACHER TENURE 


Present legislation relative to tenure of office by certificated employ- 
ees of school districts should be amended in order to eliminate many 
injustices both to teachers and to the children which have resulted 
from the operation of those sections of the School Code commonly 
designated as the Teachers’ Tenure Act. 


RETIREMENT OF TEACHERS 


Those sections of the School Code governing fhe retirement of certifi- 
cated employees of school districts should be completely revised for 
the purpose of providing complete definition of the types of service 
qualifying individuals for participation in the benefits of the teachers’ 
retirement salary fund. This recommendation makes no reference to 
legislation affecting either the retirement salary to be paid to, or the 
contributions to be made by, the teachers. 


SCHOOL DISTRICTS 


It is recommended that legislation be enacted relative to public 
school administrative units as follows: 
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1. Eliminating the present dual control and responsibility in the 
ease of districts lying partially in two or more counties. It is suggested 
that complete control, including responsibility for the levying of 
district taxes, be charged to the officials of the county having control 
over such ‘‘joint’’ districts. 

2. Simplifying the nomenclature relating to the types of school dis- 
tricts in order to eliminate all unnecessary types, thus reducing the 
present volume of the School Code and facilitating interpretations of 
those sections of the School Code relating to varying types of school 
districts. 

3. Amending existing legislation relative to consolidation of school 
districts, to facilitate such consolidation and to provide a stimulus 
for this extremely desirable method of securing larger administrative 
units and consolidating the control of elementary and secondary 
schools. 

4. Annexing to the nearest high school district all elementary school 
districts which are not now a part of any high school district. This 
legislation should give the voters of the district the right by special 
election to join another high school district rather than to be annexed 
to the nearest high school district. 


EQUALIZATION 


Special aid should be provided by the state in the form of equaliza- 
tion funds to be taken from the state general fund, in addition to the 
present state school fund, for the purpose of equalizing educational 
opportunities and local burdens of district taxation for schools in those 
elementary school districts of the state which are incapable of provid- 
ing adequate educational facilities. 


KINDERGARTENS 


Legislation and, if necessary, constitutional amendment should be 
enacted, creating the kindergarten as part of the public elementary 
school, and providing for state and county support of the kindergarten 
on the same basis as that governing such support for elementary 
schools. At present the kindergarten is maintained entirely by district 
taxation as a local, not a state, enterprise. 


JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 


The intent of existing legislation is interpreted by the State Depart- 
ment of Education to define all the grades of junior high school, inelud- 
ing the seventh and eighth grades, as high school grades, to be 
supported on the same basis as are other grades of high school. Con- 
tradictory provisions in existing legislation render the definition of the 
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junior high school ambiguous. It is recommended therefore that 
legislation be enacted specifically defining all junior high ‘school grades 
as high school grades, and repealing such provisions of the School Code 
as now authorize consideration of the seventh and eighth grades in the 
junior high school as elementary grades. This legislation would require 
the financing of grades seven and eight in junior high schools on the 
same basis as that governing state and county apportionments for 
grades nine to twelve, inclusive. 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 


Financial legislation relative to junior colleges should: 


1. Stabilize state support of district junior colleges by requiring all 
apportionments to be made definitely from the state general fund 
instead of from an insecure junior college fund. 

2. Provide increased state and county support for junior college 
departments of high schools by placing the support of these depart- 
ments upon the same basis as that maintaining for grades nine to 
twelve, inclusive. This would require apportionments to be made from 
state and county funds for grades thirteen and fourteen as they are 
now made for grades nine to twelve, inclusive. 


CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS 


It is recommended that existing legislation relative to certification 
of teachers by county boards of education and county superintendents 
of schools be repealed, and that in lieu of such certification, provision 
be made for registration, by county boards of education or county 
superintendents of schools, of teachers’ credentials issued by the State 
Department of Education. The fees now charged for state credentials 
should be reduced or the surplus receipts from such fees in excess of 
the amounts necessary to administer the granting of such credentials 
should be made available in the budget of the State Department of 
Education for the conduct of investigations in the field of teacher 
training. 


SPECIAL LEGISLATION 


All existing laws enacted as syecial legislation intended for the 
benefit of isolated situations in the state should be repealed. It is 
specifically recommended that those sections of the School Code author- 
izing the withdrawal of specified types of elementary school districts 
from high school districts be repealed. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE 


It is recommended that legislation be enacted legalizing the almost 
universal practice of governing boards of school districts in granting 
2—81133 
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certificated employees sick leave without loss of remuneration. Legis- 
lation should also be enacted authorizing school districts to grant 
certificated employees leave of absence in the form of sabbatical leave 
for the purpose of study or travel; such study or travel to be conducted 
under the regulations of the governing board of the school district and 
for the benefit of the schoo! district. . 


JUNIOR COLLEGE STANDARDS 


Existing legislation relative to requirements of assessed valuation 
and enrollment for the formation of junior college districts should be 
repealed and provision made whereby the State Department of Edu- 
cation would be authorized to establish standards for the formation of 
junior college districts. Similarly, present requirements for the estab- 
lishment of a junior college department of the high school should be 
amended to authorize the State Department of Education to set up 
standards for the approval of such junior college departments. 


TRANSPORTATION 


The phraseology of existing legislation governing the transportation 
of pupils to school operates as a hindrance in many eases to the provi- 
sion of this necessary auxiliary agency to public education. Legis- 


lation should be enacted: 

1. Authorizing contracts between school districts for the transpor- 
tation of pupils. 

2. Requiring the governing boards of school districts to provide 
transportation upon the petition of parents. 

3. Authorizing the ex; nditure of school district funds for the 
maintenance of dormitories or for paying cost of pupil maintenance in 
lieu of transportation. 

_ 4. Requiring standardization of public school transportation equip- 
ment. - 

5. Authorizing the purchase of school buses from the proceeds 
- received from the sale of school district bonds or from the proceeds of 
district taxes. 


INSURANCE 


It is recommended that legislation be enacted authorizing school 
districts to insure against all types of liabilities imposed by law. It is 
recommended that such insurance should be earried by blanket county 
policies. 


ATTENDANCE TUITION 


Legislation is recommended strengthening and clarifying those sec- 
tions of the School Code relating to contracts between school districts, 
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particularly with regard to payment of tuition for the education of 
pupils residing in one district and educated in-another district. 


' FEES 


Legislation is recommended definitely prohibiting the collection of 
fees or deposits by school authorities from any pupil enrolled in the 
public elementary or secondary schools, except in such cases and: for 
such purposes as may be definitely specified in the School Code. 


TEACHERS’ CONTRACTS AND SCHOOL WARRANTS 


It is recommended that the Superintendent of Public Instruction be 
authorized to prescribe standard forms for teachers’ contracts and 
school warrants to be employed in each school district in the state. 


STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


Legislation should be enacted elarifvying the status, powers, and 
duties of the constituent members of the State Department of Educa- 
tion, including the State Board of Education and the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. Present ambiguities of law relative to the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction and the Director of Education should 
be eliminated. 


LEGAL INTERPRETATION 


One of the most important single items of legislation which should 
be enacted by the 1931 Legislature is the centralization in the office of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction of responsibility for inter- 
pretation of the state School Code. At the present time, each district 
attorney or county counsel in the 58 counties of the state, as well as 
the Attorney General, is authorized to interpret the provisions of the 
School Code. The result has been chaos, not only in the interpretation 
but in the application of the state laws relating to the public schools. 
This is particularly true with regard to those important laws which 
govern public school finance, the powers and duties of the governing 
boards of school districts and of other school officials, and problems of 
publie school personnel. It is imperative that the state laws governing 
the public schools be uniformly interpreted and applied throughout 
the state. This can not possibly result unless responsibility for inter- 
pretation of school laws is centered in one responsible individual. 
Authorization for the Superintendent of Public Instruction to serve 
as the official interpreter of school laws would not, of course, operate 
to deny to any individual his constitutional right to appeal to the courts 
from any decision of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET 


The amendments to the school district budget laws enacted in 1929 
should be repealed, since it is entirely impossible to. comply with the 
purpose of the district budget laws if budgets must be submitted at 
the early date now required by law. District budgets are intended for 
the purpose of estimating district tax rates required to be levied for 
public schools. These rates are based upon the amounts requested by 
governing boards of school districts and they can be computed only 
if accurate estimate of state and county aid is available at the time the 
budgets are completed. Such estimates are not and can not be made 
available within the time limits now set by law. 


aa 


Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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Departmental Communications 


Division of City Secondary Schools 


NicHo.Las Ricctarp1, Chief 


PUBLICATIONS 


Dr. E. C. McCarty, of the Botany Department of the Riverside 
Junior College, spent the past summer in Colorado making a study of 
the growth of grazing grasses at varying altitudes. The results of the 
investigation will be published in connection with a larger study on 
grazing problems in forest reservations. It is hoped that the infor- 
mation will be of great benefit to stock raisers. 

Professor E. C. Jaeger, of the Zoology Department, has compiled a 
Dictionary of Greek and Latin combining forms used in making zoo- 
logical names. The book has been published by Charles C. Thomas, of 
Springfield, Illinois, and already has been adopted in several institu- 
tions. This dictionary should be of great value to students of zoology. 


HOME CITIZENSHIP 


This is the title of a course for boys given by Mrs. Iva M. Childs at 
the Opportunity School (continuation school) of the Huntington Park 
Union High School District. A selected group is taking the course. 


_ A VOCATIONAL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


The John Dewey Vocational Junior High School of Long Beach is 
one of a few junior high schools throughout the country devoted exclu- 
sively to vocational training. Approximately a hundred pupils of 
junior high school age are selected from other junior high schools in 
the eity through mechanical aptitude tests and because there seems to 
be a necessity for giving them early vocational training. Half of the 
school time is devoted to actual shop work and the other half is given 
to classroom work, covering related technical subjects, English, social 
science, and physical education. 


STATE “DEPARTMENT: OF EDUCATION 


Division of Health and Physical Education 
N. P. Nretson, Chief 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION CREDENTIALS 


The State Department of Education has discontinued the health and 
development credential for physical education teachers, since it has 
been found that this credential proyides no authorization for service 
which is not afforded in the usual teachers’ credential in health and 
physical education. The original intent of the health and development 
credential for physical education teachers was to authorize physical 
education teachers to give certain types of examination without violat- 
ing the state law with respect to the practice of medicine and surgery. 
it is found that-such examinations ean not be authorized, so the ere- 
dential has been discontinued. Health and development credentials 
are still being issued and are requ:red to be held by all school physicians, 
oculists, dentists, et cetera. 

Teachers of physical education are advised not to give examinations 
of pupils such as may be contrary to the state Medical Practice Act. 


Division of Rural Educatiou 
~- FELEN HEFFERNAN, Chief 


TENTATIVE COURSE OF STUDY FOR BEGINNING FOREIGN 
CHILDREN 


One of the most difficult problems encountered by teachers in the 
early elementary school years is the instruction of non-English speaking 
ehildren. In California, over 200,000 children enrolled in the public 
schools live in homes where English is not spoken. The problem, 
although common to the state as a whole, is largely concentrated in the 
southern section. Seven southern counties contribute over 50 per cent 
of the total of these pupils. The distribution is as follows: 


Los Angeles 
San Bernardino 
Riverside 


Ventura 
Imperial 
San Diego 
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The rural supervisors of the southern counties have devoted much 
attention to the preparation of a course of study for beginning foreign 
children. With the cooperation of a selected group of teachers working 
under the direction of Miss Heffernan in the summer session at the 
University of California a bulletin has been prepared under the title 
TENTATIVE COURSE OF STUDY FOR BEGINNING FoREIGN CHILDREN. It is 
available in limited quantity for experimental use. 


CHRISTMAS LIVESTOCK SHOW 


The fifth Annual Christmas Livestock Show will be held at the 
Union Stock Yards, Los Angeles, from November 29 to December 6. 
December 5 and 6 will be Future Farmer days and the Future Farmers 
of America will exhibit their stock in a division of the stock yards 
devoted exclusively to their group. 


Division of Schoolhouse Planning 
ANpDrREW P. Hutu, Jr., Chief 


STANDARDS 


Several suggested standards are now ready for distribution to 
persons contemplating the erection of special school facilities. 


SWIMMING POOLS 


An eleven-page detailed description of the principles of layout 
involved, together with the major and minor details concerned in the 
construction of swimming pools for public schools, this bulletin covers 
the following subjects: location ; the construction of pools; pool types; 
the indoor pool; seating the spectators; sanitary conditions; light, 
leat, and ventilation; the water supply; the need for purification of 
water; filtration ; hiniiiadiain. 

This material is augmented by a four-page checking list, with the 
following headings: location; general layout; aesthetic appearance; 
general construction; the pool area; water; the dressing areas; toilet 
fixture standards. Three illustrations accompany this material: a 
typical pool section showing construction; a longitudinal section show- 
ing depths and other details; and a standard floor plan. The mimeo- 
sraphed bulletin with three white print illustrations, in a folder, may 
be had for 50 cents. 
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STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL SITES 


This bulletin (No. K-2) dealing with principles involved in the 
selection of school sites will be off the press in about two weeks. The 
sectional headings are: the importance of site selection; the need to 
evaluate growth; the purpose of the bulletin; centrality; safety of 
approaches; usability for community functions; size, shape, and con- 
tour; frontage and orientation; drainage and contour; soil character; 
control of set-back ; environment; attractiveness of site; water, gas, and 
electric services; cost; condemnation; legal references to powers of 
boards in purchasing, selling, or leasing school sites; a site score card; 
the relation of sites to building needs; state physical education require- 
ments as they affect site sizes; and the legal obligation of the Depart- 
ment of Education to develop site standards. This bulletin contains 
nine full-page illustrations. The price of the bulletin is 15 cents. 


DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM 
BUILDING NEEDS 


This is the title of an illustrated mimeographed pamphlet dealing 
with principles of building organization and special activity needs. 
It comprises eight pages including five illustrations. The topics treated 
are: indoor play areas in secondary schools; gymnasium construction; 


combination plans; the gymnasium as a social room; high school gym- 
nasiums; light; lighting fixtures; interior finish; balconies; storage; 
supervision ; dressing room standards; girls’ dressing facilities; supply 
storage; toilet and dressing conveniences; the instruttor’s office; the 
apparatus gymnasium ; the rub-down or first-aid room; the boxing and 
wrestling rooms; and indoor handball courts. The price of the bulle- 
tin, bound in a folder, is 60 cents. 
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Interpretations of School Law 


Attorney General’s Opinions 


DISTRICTS 
Insurance—Liability. 
A school district may not insure against the liability imposed upon 
the district by School Code sections 2.800-2.806 and by Deering Act 
5619 (page 381, 1929 School Code). (A. G. O. 7301, October 24, 1930.) 


Transportation—Pupil. 

A high school district may, under School Code section 1.80, send its 
buses into high school districts to transport pupils residing therein to 
its own high school. (A. G. O. 7304, October 29, 1930.) 


Appellate Court Decisions 


DISTRICTS 
Resignations—District Superintendents’. 


Under Political Code section 1609, third (g) (now School Code 
section 5.791) when the resignation of a district superintendent is, by 
the terms thereof, to become effective on August 1 of the succeeding 
school year, the governing board of a school district has no power to 
accept the resignation nor to arbitrarily change the effective date of 
the resignation without notice to the person submitting the resignation, 
nor can the section referred to be construed as fixing the effective date 
of the resignation by operation of law in the absence of any action by 
the governing board. : 

(Aldrich vs. Chino School District, 63 C. A. D. 564, 2/Pae. a) 
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Announcements 


RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE STATE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION 


Bulletin No. F-1, August, 1930, entitled RULES AND REGULATIONS OF 
THE STATE Boarp OF EpucatIon, is being mailed to all superintendents 
of schools and to secondary school principals. Additional copies may 
be secured upon request from the Division of Research and Statistics. 
This bulletin contains the revised rules and regulations at present 
effective for the government of the public schools of the state. 


Graduation Requirements. 


In compliance with requests received from numerous high school 
principals, the second paragraph of section XIITe of the revised rules 
and regulations of the State Board of Education may be made effective 
at any, time prior to the school year 1932-1933. This requirement must 
be made effective in all high schools for students graduating during 
1932-1933 and thereafter. In other words, schools which are in a 
position to do so may give immediate effect to the minimum require- 
ment of 170 credits for graduation from high school. 

Until 1932-1933 students received by transfer from high schools 
requiring less than 170 credits for graduation shall be permitted to 
graduate upon completion of the requirements of the high school from 
which such students are received. 


COMMITTEES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 
SECONDARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 


The Association of California Secondary School Principals has 
announced the appointment of several regional committees as follows: 


Committee _ Chairman 

Professional Growth—Helen Heffernan. 

Fraternity Study—Dr. George A. Rice. 

Statewide Affiliation—Dr. Merton E. Hill. 

Legislative and Publicity—L. P. Farris. 

Statewide Competition in School Activities—Group I, R. B. Leland; 
Group II, Helen Babson. 

Promotion of American Ideals—K. L. Stockton. 

State Printed Textbooks—John L. Lounsbury. 
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


The legislative committee of the California Teachers Association will 
hold its second meeting in Los Angeles, December 12 and 13, at the 
oftice of the City Board of Education. 


JUNIOR COLLEGE CONFERENCE 


A junior college conference will be held in Fresno on Friday, 
December 5, in the board of education room at the Hawthorne School. 
Diseussion will follow the presentation of the following topics: 

The University and the Junior College, by Monroe E. Deutsch, Vice 
President of the University of California. 

Junior College Financial Problems, by Walter E. Morgan, Chief, 
Division of Research and Statisties, State Department of Education. 

Proposed. Junior College Legislation, by Nicholas Ricciardi, Chief 
Division of City Secondary Schools, State Department of Education. 


A SCROLL OF HONOR FOR ADMIRAL BYRD 


The National Educational Committee of the Thomas Jefferson Memo- 
rial Foundation, 115 Broadway, New York, invites the school pupils of 
America to plan, design, and actually make a Seroll of Honor that the 
Memorial Foundation will present to Admiral Richard Evelyn Byrd. 
The Seroll of Honor may be a picture, a book, a testimonial, or in any 
form the pupil wishes. 

Thomas Jefferson was deeply interested in service to humanity. 
Therefore, the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation decided to 
honor those who render outstanding service to mankind in the fields 
of science, art, literature, education, and government. 

Each principal is requested to select the best Scroll of Honor made 
by a pupil in his school and forward it to the Contest Editor, Box 615, 
State Department of Education, Sacramento, California. The three 
best serolls received will be selected to represent the state in the 
national contest. The first one will receive a’ Jefferson Centennial 
Medal. The other two will receive suitable certificates of honorable 
mention from the National Educational Committee of the Thomas 
Jefferson Memorial Foundation. 

A gold medal will be presented to the pupil whose Seroll of Honor is 
chosen for presentation to Admiral Byrd on behalf of the foundation 
and the school children of America. 


DEPARTMENT OF SUPERINTENDENCE 


The sixty-first Annual Convention of the Department of Superin- 
tendenee of the National Education Association will be held in Detroit, 
Michigan, February 22-26, 1931. 
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The theme of the convention will be ‘‘Working Together for the 
Children of America.’’ The general sessions and exhibits will be held 
in the Detroit Masonic Temple. 


MONTESSORI COURSE 


The sixteenth International Course in the Montessori Method is to 
be given in Rome, Italy, from January to June, 1931. The course, 
which is given under the auspices of the Italian government, will be 
directed by Dr. Maria Montessori. 

For further information regarding the course, address the Inter. 
national Montessori Training Course, via Monte Zebio, 35, Rome, Italy. 


CALIFORNIA SOCIETY FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN 


The fourth Annual Meeting of the California: Society for Crippled 
Children will be held at the Oakland Hotel, Oakland, Thursday, Janu- 
ary 15, 1931. The program includes representatives from different 
parts of the state and others who are interested in promoting and fos- 
tering county chapters throughout the state to make possible pre- 
hospital, posthospital, and educational facilities for crippled children. 


BAY SECTION C. T. A. 


Will the Superintendents and Principals please call the following 
announcement to the attention of all their teachers: 

The Vocational Division of the California Teachers’ Association are 
sponsoring a ‘‘Trip to Klondike,’’ which will be a unique feature on 
the entertainment program of the Bay Section Institute. This trip is 
planned especially for the purpose of providing an unusual evening 
of pleasure for all teachers and their friends. 

Arrangements are made for social dancing, a bridge tournament, 
games, plays and other forms of entertainment that were used at the 
time of the gold rush at Klondike. 

Because of the uncertainty of the weather the committee has char- 
tered the Southern Pacific steamer, City of Sacramento. This is a 
large, enclosed boat which was chosen to assure a warm and comfortable 
evening of enjoyment. 

A large assortment of prizes will be on display in the main corridor 
of the San Francisco Municipal Auditorium during the time of the 
institute. Tickets will be on sale at the booth. 

The boat will leave Pier A at the Ferry Building in San Francisco 
on Tuesday, December 16th, at 5 p.m., and will return via Oakland to 
San Francisco at 1 a.m. 

All Superintendents, Principals and their friends are most cordially 
invited to attend. 
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For Your Information 


THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 


California teachers should be proud of their record of support of 
professional organizations. Particularly should they be proud of their 
support of the National Education Association, which has become the 
greatest professional organization in the world. California’s record 
of support of the National Education Association is in no small measure 
responsible for the selection of Los Angeles as the 1931 summer con- 
vention city. 

May we urge that California teachers give continued support to all 
worthy professional organizations. 

We quote from a letter received from Mrs. Eugenia West Jones, Los 
Angeles kindergarten teacher and Vice President of the National Edu- 
cation Association; and Willard E. Givens, Superintendent of the 
Oakland Publie Schools and State Director for the National Education 
Association, citing the reasons for increased support by California 
teachers of the national organization : 

‘What should California teachers give to our national organi- 
zation? First, your names. Numbers count. A growing associa- 
tion has increasing strength. Second, your dues. The two dollars 
which you pay along with those of other teachers make possible 
all the constructive work of the N. E. A. Third, your influence. 
A united organization sets up ideals, and through vision and 
organization, realizes them.’’ 


CITY SCHOOL STATISTICS 


A series of four graphic charts together with a printed bulletin of 
explanation has been prepared by the Division of Research and Sta- 
@ tistics giving statistics of California city school districts for the year 
ending June 30, 1928. These charts are available upon request at a 
charge of 35 cents per chart. The charts include: 


Chart 1. Educational Statistics of Elementary Schools. 
Chart 2. Financial Statistics of Elementary Schools. 
Chart 3. Educational Statistics of High Schools. 

Chart 4. Financial Statistics of High Schools. 


CLINICS FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN 


Clinies for the purpose of making diagnoses and recommendations 
for the treatment of crippled children have been held recently in 
Ventura and Watsonville under the direction of the State Department 
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of Public Health. Sixty children attended the clinic at Ventura and 
45 were present at the Watsonville clinic. Competent medical exam- 
iners conducted these clinics and their recommendations for the 
removal of physical defects by corrective treatment are being put into 


effect. 
AIDS TO SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS 


The A. B. Dick Company of Chicago, manufacturers of mimeographs, 
has prepared a pamphlet on how to plan and publish a school paper 
and also samples of a school paper which have been reproduced by 
mimeograph process. The pamphlet and sample paper would be useful 
to those who contemplate the publication of a school paper and may 
be had by addressing the company. 


THE NATIONAL FORESTS OF CALIFORNIA _ 


The effect of the national forests on the economic and industrial 
welfare of California and on its local government is a frequent subject 
of discussion among citizens of the state. The Forest Service, there- 
fore, undertook a detailed study to determine the effect of the national 
forests on state and county tax revenues in 39 counties of California 
in which national forests are situated. The results of the study have 


been embodied in a pamphlet prepared by S. B. Show, Regional 
Forester, which discusses these factors and the federal policy of owner- 
ship and management of the national forests, entitled, How THE 
NATIONAL Forests OF CALIFORNIA BENEFIT THE STATE. The pamphlet 
may be had for five cents upon application to the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D. C. 


PACIFIC SCHOOL OF THE AIR 


The Pacific School of the Air will resume its guidance. program 
beginning January 5, 1931. Arrangements are being made to have 
outstanding successful men and women tell of vocational opportunities 
in their respective fields of work. These talks will be broadcast every 
Monday from 1.30 to 2 p.m. <A program of current events will be 
broadeast every Wednesday from 1.30 to 2 p.m., beginning January 7, 
1931. Both programs will be released over stations KPO, KGP, KFI, 


and KFSD. 


THE OVERSUPPLY OF TEACHERS 


The oversupply of qualified teachers in the United States has indi- 
eated a need for scientific data in the field of teacher training. The 
Department of the Interior, through the Office of Education, is under- 
taking a study of the qualifications of the teacher in the publie schools, 
the supply of available teachers, the facilities available and needed for 
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teacher training. The recent Congress has provided $200,000 to finance 
the expense of this study. 

Mr. Frank W. Hubbard, Assistant Director of Research of the 
National Education Association, is at present engaged upon the task 
of ascertaining the supply of and the demand for teachers in the 
United States. 


A NEW TYPE OF COLLEGE TRAINING 


This is the title of a symposium by members of the Los Angeles 
Junior College faculty which aims to acquaint students and prospective 
students with the purposes of the semiprofessional work offered in the 
junior college. This work supplies a vital need in American education. 


STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH BULLETINS | 


The State Department of Public Health has issued special bulletins 
regarding the regulations for the prevention of trachoma, scarlet fever, 
measles, German measles, mumps, chickenpox, and whooping cough. 
The bulletins deal with the quarantine, disinfection, exclusion by school 
authorities, and release from isolation for these diseases. Copies of the 
bulletin are available for administrators and teachers upon application 
to the State Department of Public Health, Sacramento. 


PIEDMONT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


The happiest educational accomplishment of the Piedmont Public 
Schools during the past seven years is the successful creation of a 
department of oral arts which functions in all classes from the first 
grade through the twelfth. Each child in the first six years of his 
school life has a lesson every week from a special teacher who is profes- 
sionally trained for speech work. The elementary school work has led 
to an exceptionally fine grade of public speaking and drama in the 
high school. These courses have in turn sent out students with better 
equipment for living in a world where good speech is a most important 
personal habit.—H. W. Jones, Superintendent of Schools. 


HEALTH BULLETIN FOR TEACHERS 


The November, 1930, issue of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany HeaLtTH BULLETIN For TEACHERS gives valuable facts concerning 
the effect of various atmospheric conditions in the classroom. The 
facts given in this little bulletin should be known to all teachers. 


CORRESPONDENCE EXCHANGE REQUESTED 


A communication received from Mr. A. J. Fry, District Superinten- 
dent of Schools of Nassau County at Mineola, New York, requests 
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district and county superintendents of schools in California to give 
him the names of teachers in schools of from one to ten teachers who 
would be interested in exchange of correspondence with the teachers 
and pupils of similar schools of his district on Long Island, just outside 
the city of New York. Teachers who are interested should send Super- 
intendent Fry information as to the size of their schools and their 


addresses. 


MASSACHUSETTS TERCENTENARY MEDALLION 


The Superintendent of Public Instruction has received from Com- 
missioner of Education Payson Smith, of Massachusetts, a Tercen- 
tenary Medallion ‘‘struck for the occasion of the three hundredth 
anniversary of the establishment of the Massachusetts Bay Colony in ~ 
New England.’’ 

The medallion is a beautiful piece of work and conveys in allegorical 
picturization the story of the 300 years of the history and development 
of Massachusetts. The medallion is 24 inches by 3} inches and is pre- 
pared in rose gold, oxidized silver, or bronze finish. Its weight is eight 
ounces. A small booklet, ‘‘The Story of the Medallion,’’ is also avail- 
able. The price of the medallion is five dollars for the rose gold finish; 
four dollars for the oxidized silver finish; and three dollars for the 
bronze finish. Larger size medallions and wall plaques may also be 
secured if they are desired. 

Requests for medallions, wall plaques, or descriptive booklets may 
be procured from the Massachusetts Bay Tercentenary, Inc., Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

It may be desirable to convey this information to teachers and pupils 
for the benefit of individuals who may be interested, as well as for 
those classes which may desire the medallion or its story for classroom 


purposes. 
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Questions and Answers 


Notre.—Under this caption will be published replies to questions which have a 
general application to school situations throughout the state. It will be appre- 
ciated if legal questions are presented as specifically as possible. ‘ 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION SUPPLIES 


Q. Are school boards required by law to furnish at district expense 
all supplies necessary for pupil participation in physical education 
and athletie activities? 

Ans. In accordance with School Code sections 6.474 and 6.490, school 
boards are required to provide all supplies and equipment necessary 
for the use of the schools. This can be interpreted only as requiring 
the local board to provide, at district expense, all supplies and equip- 
ment necessary for all physical education activities, and all supplies 
and equipment necessary for such athletic activities as constitute part 
of the physical education program of the schools. 
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Professional Literature 


COMMERCIAL SURVEY OF THE PACIFIC SOUTHWEST 


The book of this title by C. R. Niklason, of the Domestic Commerce 
Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commeree, is a com- 
prehensive study of one of the most important economic areas in the 
United States. The survey covers the states of California, Arizona, 
Nevada, Utah, and parts of New Mexico, Idaho, and Texas, and deals 
with agriculture, forests, mining, manufacturing, transportation, and 
recreation. The price of the publication is $1.85 and may be obtained 
from the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 310 Custom 
House, San Francisco, California. Remittances should be made pay- 
able to the Superintendent of Documents. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY ON JUNIOR COLLEGES 


The Office of Education of the United States Department: of the 
Interior has recently published a BrpuiogRAPHY ON JUNIOR COLLEGES, 
prepared by Walter Crosby Eells, Associate Professor of Education, 
Stanford University, at the request of the American Association of 
Junior Colleges. Copies may be had for 25 cents each upon applica- 
tion to the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. 


STATUS OF THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 


This is the title of a bulletin by Frank Kale Foster, Assistant Profes- 
sor of Education, University of Washington, published by the Office 
of Edueation, United States Department of the Interior. The facts 
concerning the junior high school principal presented in this study 
deal with the teaching personnel, schedules, and building organizations, 
the social status of the principal, his specific academic and professional 
preparation, his educational experience and salary, his administrative 
and supervisory organizations and duties, and his community contacts 
and professional interests. Copies may be had for 15 cents each from 
the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. 
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